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Overview 

OSHA Combustible Dust NEP

ïNEPïthe acronym for National Emphasis 
Program

ïIssued: October 18, 2007

ïMethod used by OSHA to call attention or 
focus on existing standards as well as 
instructions for their enforcement

ïDirect result of recent events

ïIncorporates approximately 25 OSHA and 
NFPA Documents



AEP History with Combustible Dust 

Fatality during dust collector 

fire in 1993

Past efforts focused on 

eliminating housekeeping 

problems associated with 

combustible dust

Focus on PRB coal

Corporate driven, audit based

Very little follow through

Recurring problems as our 

focus shifted to other issues

No processé



AEP Initial Response to NEP 

We made fossil plants aware of the NEP and 
asked them to be prepared 

We established a small workgroup of S&H and 
Fire Protection employees to evaluate our 
program 

We quickly realized that there was no ñProcessò 
in place to anticipate, recognize, evaluate and 
control the hazard

We listened attentively when Zimmer Plant 
experienced one of the first NEP inspections 
and adjusted our processé 



Jump Started Process

Work group develop a comprehensive 

combustible dust process

The process included a Combustible Dust policy 

and site review process to assist the facilities in 

determining compliance using internal resources 

The process included tools and resources to 

assist with the inspections and compliance

Rolled out September 2008.  

Shared with local OSHA office     


