
American Wind Energy 
A i ti U d tAssociation Update

EEI Safety & Health Conference
April 2008



Wh t i AWEA?What is AWEA?

O  1 100 b  & d t  AWEA i  th  h b f th  Over 1,100 members & advocates, AWEA is the hub of the 
wind energy industry.
The American Wind Energy Association (AWEA)
promotes wind energy as a clean source of electricity for promotes wind energy as a clean source of electricity for 
consumers around the world.
AWEA is a national trade association representing wind 
power project developers, equipment suppliers, services 
providers, parts manufacturers, utilities, researchers, and 
others involved in the wind industry - one of the world's 
fastest growing energy industries. 
In addition  AWEA represents hundreds of wind energy In addition, AWEA represents hundreds of wind energy 
advocates from around the world.



htt // /http://www.awea.org/



AWEA H lth & S f t S iAWEA Health & Safety Seminar

First annual - November, 2007
Second annual – Oct/Nov 2008 in 
Denver.  
AWEA Safety Committee members 

i h EEI iwith EEI connections:
Gary LeMoine, PPM Energy
Bill Alf  FPLBill Alfera, FPL
Carlos Diaz, Midwest Generation



G t i tGreat pictures



G t i tGreat pictures



I f M tiIssues from Meeting

St d d  d ’t Standards don’t 
address needs.
Problems with 
L k t/T t  CPR  Lockout/Tagout, CPR, 
Fire Protection.
NFPA 850, Fire 
P t ti  i  Protection in 
Generating Plants, 
being revised to 
address wind turbinesaddress wind turbines.
Emergency response



OSHA letter on Wind Farms and LOTO



L ttLetter:

O  i d f l  f  k i  On wind farm…employees perform work requires 
equipment to be tagged…..climb 200 feet to 
top….determine if tagout required….climb 200 feet 
to bottom to do tagout Company would like to to bottom to do tagout……..Company would like to 
use procedure that would allow tower employee to 
climb to top of tower, if tagout is required, radio to 
employee at base to de-energize/isolate/tag   Is employee at base to de energize/isolate/tag…….  Is 
that acceptable?

OSHA’s Answer: NO.
h b d b 9 0 269 Cl b d dProhibited by 1910.269.  Climb down and put on 

personal LOTO device or re-design the system to 
put energy isolating device at top of tower.



IIssues

Fi  f  D  Fitness for Duty 
for O&M 
TechniciansTechnicians

Major ergonomic 
issues (climbing 80 
meter towers; working 
in cramped spaces).
PPM Energy requires 
task analysis by 
outside medical outside medical 
professionals to 
establish physical 
demands.  



IIssues

Training
AWEA training subcommittee working 
on programs for graduates  on programs for graduates, 
technicians, certification.



C t ti IConstruction Issues

Si ifi  i  i h f ll Significant issues with fall 
protection, walking and working 
surfaces, and mobile equipment., q p
Dealing with high and low 
temperature extremes is a 
challenge   challenge.  
Turning over cranes, trucks, and 
mobile equipment is an issue on q p
the construction sites.   
Temporary/dirt roads are used for 

i t   equipment access.  



T t ti ITransportation Issues

T ti  t  Transporting parts 
(blades, towers, nacelles) 
from the ship/rail to the 
construction site is a huge g
challenge.  
Survey the entire route 
and gather information on 

idth  i ht t i ti  width, weight restrictions, 
turning radius, shoulders.
GE Energy sends scouts 
from the port to the site from the port to the site 
to review all potential 
routes.
Roads built on site – need 
to handle the heavy 
equipment.



AWEA A ti itiAWEA Activities

M ti  ith OSHA F b  2008 Meeting with OSHA February 2008 
to discuss CSHO training package 
developed by OSHA Region 5developed by OSHA Region 5.

OSHA trained region 5 officers. May spread to 
national officers.  Alliance?

Safety Conference in November  Safety Conference in November, 
2008 in Denver.
Working on AWEA H&S Guidelines.Working on AWEA H&S Guidelines.

BWEA version available at:
http://www.bwea.org/safety/index.html



AWEA A ti itiAWEA Activities

fSafety Steering Committee
Gary LeMoine, PPM
C l  Di  Mid  GCarlos Diaz, Midwest Gen
Bill Alfera, FPL
ManufacturersManufacturers
GE
EtcEtc.



C t t I f tiContact Information

Gary LeMoine, CIH, CSP
Director Environment Health & Safety, PPM Energy
1125 NW Couch, Ste 700
Portland, OR 97209
(503)-796-7736

AWEAAWEA
Phone: (202) 383-2500 
windmail@awea.org@ g


