
 

 

 
 

Venomous Spider 
 
 
There are thousands of different types of spiders that call the US home.  Most are 
harmless but there are three types that are dangerous to workers because of their 
venom.  They are the black widow, brown recluse and hobo spiders.  They are a hazard 
to anyone that works outside but they have been known to find their way inside of 
structures or buildings. 
 
Black widow spiders are most common in the southern and western US but can be found 
throughout North America.  They are identified by a red pattern on the underside of the 
abdomen.  They are found in undisturbed areas like wood piles, under eaves, fences and 
areas where debris has accumulated as well as outdoor toilets with a high fly population.  
Bites usually occur when contact is made with webs which are built between objects.  
The bite of a black widow is distinguished from other insect bites by 2 puncture marks in 
the skin. The venom causes pain at the bite which spreads to the chest, abdomen or 
entire body. 
 
The brown recluse, also known as the violin spider, is found mainly in the Midwest and 
southern US, while occasionally found along the East Coast.  It’s brown with a dark violin 
or fiddle shaped marking on its head.  They prefer secluded, dry, sheltered areas like 
around piles of wood or rock.  When found inside, it’s usually in dark closets, attics or 
shoes.  The brown recluse is unable to bite humans without counter pressure like what 
happens when the spider is trapped against the skin.  Bites cause a stinging feeling with 
localized pain resulting in a white blister at the site. The venom can cause a sever wound 
that destroys the skin tissue that will require professional medical attention. 
 
The hobo spider is large and brown with a yellow marking on its abdomen found 
throughout the Pacific Northwest.  These spiders build funnel-shaped webs outside in 
holes and cracks of retaining walls, foundations, window wells and stacks of wood and 
bricks.  Inside, they’ll nest between boxes, on window sills, under baseboards heaters, 
behind furniture and in closets.  Unlike most spiders, hobo spiders don’t climb but can 
run very quickly.  They are more likely to bite if provoked and while the bite may go 
unnoticed it will develop into a moderate to severe slow-healing wound. 
 
The possible symptoms of a spider bite are very varied, and include the following: 
 Itching or rash    Pain moving from the bite site 
 Reddish to purple color or blister Increased sweating 
 Difficulty breathing    Headache 
 Fever, nausea, vomiting   Anxiety or restlessness 
 High blood pressure   
 
Whenever a worker is bit by a spider it’s very helpful to indentify the type of spider 
responsible for the bite, this will help with medical treatment.  It’s also important to take 
the following steps: 
 



 

 

• Wash the area with soap and water, elevate the bite area, if possible 

 

• Apply a cold cloth or ice to help reduce swelling 

 

• Don’t attempt to remove the venom and seek immediate professional medical 

treatment. 

 
The best way to stay safe is through prevention.  Spiders like to live in and around 
debris, rubble and stacked materials so it helps to keep up with housekeeping on the 
site.  It’s also helpful to wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants, hat, gloves and boots 
when working in areas where spiders are likely to be.  It’s also important to have 
workers up to date on their tetanus boosters; spider bites can become infected with 
tetanus spores. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Which of the 3 spiders discussed can NOT climb? 
 
How is site housekeeping important in preventing spider bites? 
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