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                                        Propane Do’s and Don’ts 

 

Propane, also called LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) or LP gas, is a liquid fuel that is stored 

under pressure.  In most systems, the propane is vaporized to a gas before it leaves the 

storage cylinder.  It’s flammable when mixed with air and is ignited by various sources 

like flames, smoking materials, electrical sparks and static electricity.   

 

Propane can be stored in various sized tanks from one large enough to supply gas to a 

home to a quart size tank that can run a camp stove.  Because it can be stored in these 

smaller, more portable cylinders, propane can be used in many different settings like fuel 

for your grill, running a forklift or a salamander heater.  Although it’s very convenient, it 

isn’t without hazard.  Here are some do’s and don’ts to keep in mind when using propane 

on the job or at home. 

 

Do be familiar with the smell of propane; this could save your life.  Although propane 

alone is odorless, manufacturers add a chemical to it so it will smell.  This is to help you 

realize that there is a leak before it reaches dangerous levels.  The characteristic smell of 

propane is rotten eggs, a skunk’s spray or a dead animal- none are pleasant but they will 

get your attention.   

 

Don’t store a propane cylinder indoors or in an enclosed area like a basement, garage, 

shed or tent.  If the cylinder leaks, this could lead to a catastrophic explosion or fire. 

 

Don’t keep a spare cylinder anywhere near a salamander heater or even your grill.  If 

you don’t realize that the spare is leaking and light the grill or heater, the result will be 

the ignition of both cylinders. 

 

Don’t smoke or have anything that can be used as an ignition source in the area when 

you’re handling or transporting cylinders. 

Do replace any cylinder that appears to be damaged or one that has been involved in a 

fire.  It’s best to be overly cautious and replace a cylinder rather than risk fire, explosion 

or injury.  
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Don’t throw out old, damaged or unwanted cylinders with your “regular” garbage.  

Check with your garbage hauler to see what their guidelines are or your propane retailer 

for information on disposal procedures. 

 

Do use a cylinder with an Overfill Prevention Device (OPD).  This safety feature prevents 

cylinders from being overfilled.  When a cylinder is overfilled there isn’t room if the liquid 

expands when exposed to warmer temperatures.  This may lead to a critical rise in 

cylinder pressure that can create very hazardous conditions.  

 

Do remember that propane is heavier than air.  When cylinders leak, the propane will 

settle in lower areas; close to the floor, in ditches or basements. 

 

Do be careful when using a propane cylinder indoors or confined spaces.  When burning 

propane, oxygen is used and carbon monoxide (CO) is produced.  CO is a clear, 

colorless, odorless gas that can build up quickly.  Even in small doses CO can be deadly.  

Since it is odorless, it’s important to remember that the early signs of CO poisoning are 

headache, fatigue, dizziness, shortness of breath and nausea. 

 

Do leave the area and report any suspicion of CO build up to your supervisor- it could 

save lives. 

 

These do’s and don’ts are really common sense but are wroth repeating when you 

consider the risks associated with working with propane.  Being aware of these risks can 

help to prevent needless accidents at work and at home. 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

Why is it safer to use cylinders with OPD’s installed? 

 

What are some of the symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning? 
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