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                                          Fire and Housekeeping 

 

The link between good jobsite housekeeping and fire prevention may not jump right out 

at you but there is an important connection.  Many jobsite fires are caused by simple 

carelessness; debris, weeds and general clutter can all contribute to fires starting and 

how long and how intensely they’ll burn.  Debris can feed the fire and clutter can cause 

obstacles for your escape from a fire or the ability to reach the fire to put it out.  Your 

paying attention to the following housekeeping tips will help decrease the likelihood of a 

fire. 

 

OUTDOOR TIPS 

 

• Always be sure combustible materials are piled so that they won’t fall over.  Never 

make these piles higher than 20’ and never place them within 10’ of a building or 

structure. 

 

• Any driveways that are in place between or around storage piles of combustible 

materials should be at least 15’ wide you should be sure to keep these driveways 

free of rubbish, equipment and other debris.  This is crucial to allow fire fighting 

equipment easy access to these piles in case of fire. 

 

• The storage area should be kept clear of combustible materials, this includes 

weeds and grass.  Overgrown vegetation will give a fire fuel that could allow it to 

move from one storage pile to the next. 

 

• Never store combustible or flammable materials where there is a danger of an 

underground fire. 

 

• Never drop a lit match or cigarette butt near combustible or flammable materials. 

 

• Never allow debris from food to accumulate.  Wrappers, cups and the like from 

your lunch are usually flammable.  This is equally important at indoor jobsites as 

well. 

Fire Safety 



 

 

 

INDOOR TIPS 

 

• Noncompatible materials, those that together create a fire hazard, should be kept 

separated by a barrier that has a fire resistance of at least one hour. 

 

• Materials should never be stored to obstruct, slow or prevent access to exits.  You 

must always be able to safety and quickly leave a jobsite in case of a fire. 

 

• Materials should be piled in a secure way to prevent tipping with aisles to allow 

space for firefighting equipment access.  These aisles must be kept free of debris. 

 

• There should always be no less than 36” clearance between stacked materials and 

any sprinkler system that’s in place. 

 

• Be aware of the location of where you’re stacking materials.  Always allow for a 

clearance around lights and heating units to prevent fires. 

 

• Never store anything within 36” of the opening of a fire door. 

 

The best way to be certain that housekeeping issues don’t add to the possibility of a fire 

or complicate how it’s dealt with is to clean up after yourself as you work.   If you see 

any of these housekeeping tips not being followed and you can’t fix them yourself, talk 

to your supervisor immediately.  These tips may be the difference between life and 

death. 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

Why is it important not to stack combustible materials with 10 feet of a building or 

structure? 

 

How can the growth of grass and weeds in a storage area increase the severity of a fire? 
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