
 

 

TRAINING TALK  
CHEMICAL LABEL BASICS   

 On the worksite, the labeling of hazardous chemicals is an important way for you to remain safe.  The Hazard 

Communication Standard (HCS) requires a label on all chemical containers to alert you to any potential hazards 

from the chemical.  Although revising the HCS to match the international Globally Harmonized System (GHS) 

may have changed the appearance and contents of labels, the basic remain pretty much unchanged. 

 Containers of ALL chemicals must be labeled, preferably with the manufacturer’s label. 

 

 Manufacturers’ labels shouldn’t be removed, changed or tampered with unless the container is emptied 

of its original contents. 

o To reuse a chemical container, you must completely remove or cover the original label.  You 

cannot just put an X through the label or cross out the information. 

o If you put a different hazardous chemical into the container, you must then label the container to 

identify the new chemical name and its hazard warnings. 

 

 During your workday, it may become necessary to break a large quantity of a chemical into smaller, 

more usable amounts. 

o These smaller containers must be labeled with the chemical name and any potential hazards. 

o An exception to this is if the amount in the smaller container will be used immediately by ONE 

person during ONE work shift, a label is NOT required. 

 

 At times, the labels on chemical containers will need to be replaced.  This includes when labels: 

o Become soiled or dirty 

o Become unreadable; maybe due to wearing or fading 

o Fall off of the container 

 

 All labels must be written in English. 

o The information can be provided in a second language, as long as it is in addition to English. 

o The print size, style and color are not restricted at all, even after the HCS revision. 

Although much of this information may have been a review for you, when it comes to your safety and hazardous 

chemicals, you can never hear this information too often. 

 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
When isn’t it necessary for you to put a label on a smaller quantity of a hazardous chemical? 

 

What languages can a label’s information be in? 
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