
 

 

TRAINING TALK  
CHEMICAL LABEL PICTOGRAMS   

 Labels have always been a crucial part of the Hazard Communication Standard as well as your safety when 

working with or around hazardous chemicals.  They have been modified by the revised HazCom; one of the 

main modifications being the use of standardized hazard pictograms.  Here are the nine new pictograms and 

what they mean. 

 

The exploding bomb symbol represents a chemical that can blow up and 

cause an explosion. 

 

The pictogram for flammable chemicals is simply flames.  These are 

chemicals that can easily catch fire and burn.  This can include flammable 

gases, aerosols, liquids and solids, self-reactives and chemicals that give 

off flammable gases. 

 

Flames over a circle indicate an oxidizer.  An oxidizer can react even in the 

absence of air with other chemicals to produce fire.  Oxidizers you may 

come in contact with are oxygen, ozone, hydrogen peroxide, nitrous oxide 

and nitrate compounds. 

 

The pictogram of a gas cylinder represents gases under pressure.  This 

type of chemical can explode, rocket or harm your health if the cylinder is 

heated, punctured or leaking. 

 

This is the pictogram for corrosive chemicals.  These chemicals can cause 

severe damage to your eyes, skin, metals and other materials. 

 

Skull and crossbones indicate that the chemical is dangerous and can 

typically cause a variety of health issues. 
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This pictogram represents chemicals that can cause chronic health issues.  

Chemicals in this category are known to cause various cancers, genetic 

abnormalities and reproductive issues.  Other health concerns include 

breathing problems, lung issues and the attacking of specific organs. 

 

The exclamation mark also alerts you to possible health hazards that can 

be immediate upon exposure.  They include respiratory tract irritation, skin 

and eye irritation. 

 

This pictogram is used to warn that a chemical is a hazard and possibly 

toxic to aquatic environments.  This is a non-mandatory symbol because 

environmental hazards aren’t under OSHA’s jurisdiction. 

  

Being familiar with these simple pictograms and their meaning can help to keep you and your coworkers safe 

from chemical hazards while working with and around the various chemicals needed to get your daily tasks 

done. 

 

 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
What is the purpose of these pictograms? 

 

Under what conditions is a gas under pressure a hazard? 
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