
 

 

TRAINING TALK  
NEW & IMPROVED CHEMICAL LABELS 

 There’s been quite a bit of talk recently about the HazCom being revised so that the hazard information given to 

workers will be the same world-wide.  The labels that provide you with information on a chemical’s hazards are 

one area that you will see a change in your daily work lives.  The changes that were made to the labels were an 

effort to standardize the information for all users.  This way, no matter where the chemical is used or made the 

hazard information will be complete and the same for all that come in contact with the chemical. 

Chemical labels have always needed the chemical name or identity as well as the supplier, manufacturer or 

importer’s contact information.  The new generation of labels must also include the following, standardized 

elements: 

 Pictogram is a symbol to illustrate the physical, health and environmental warnings.  They consist of a 

black symbol on a white background surrounded by a red diamond. 

 

 Signal Words used to indicate how severe a hazard is and to alert you to a potential hazard on the label.  

There are only two signal words allowed; Danger and Warning.  Danger is used for the more severe 

hazards and warning is for less severe hazards. 

 

 Hazard Statements are standardized phrased that are assigned to a hazard class that describes the 

nature of the hazard.  Examples included: 

o Extremely flammable material 

o May be corrosive to metals 

o Fatal if swallowed 

o Causes skin irritation 

o Harmful to aquatic life 

 

 Precautionary Statement is a phrase that supplements the hazard information and provides ways to 

minimize or prevent adverse effects from the chemical.   

o Keep container tightly closed 

o Get immediate medical attention 

The manufacturer, supplier or importer can add additional information to a label at their discretion.  However, 

this information is not required or specified under the revised HCS. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
What does it mean that the information on a label must be standardized? 

 

What is the purpose of the pictogram on a chemical’s label? 
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