
 

 

SAFETY TALK  
SDS COMPONENTS I 

 Training is an important aspect of HazCom 2012 and an important part of this training deals with a chemicals’ SDS.  Your 

company has an inventory or all chemicals used on the jobsite and an SDS for each.  This inventory is updated whenever a 

new chemical arrives on-site.  An SDS is a detailed information sheet prepared and supplied by the manufacturer or 

supplier.  It is made up of the following mandated sections: 

 

1. Identification of the chemical or mixture and the supplier.  This includes the chemical name and any trade name, 

recommended uses and restrictions and the supplier’s contact information including emergency phone number. 

 

2. Hazard Information 

 Type of hazards the substance represents; Physical, Health or Environmental 

 Relevant label elements like Precautionary Statements (Highly Flammable Liquid and Vapor), Signal Word 

and/or Pictograms 

 

3. Composition/ Information on Ingredients 

 Chemical name or identity, for example ethylene glycol 

 Common name, for example Antifreeze 

 CAS or EC number for identification purposes 

 Any impurities or stabilizers that add to the classification of the chemical 

 

4. First Aid Measures.  This section is divided by the ways that you’ll be exposed to the chemical’ inhaled, skin or eye 

contact and the like.  First aid methods are listed according to exposure.  The most important and common symptoms 

are listed as well as when immediate medical attention is needed. 

 

5. Firefighting Measures.  This section gives information on: 

 Appropriate extinguishing media; foam, dry chemical, carbon dioxide 

 Hazardous products of combustion; carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide 

 Special protective equipment or precautions for firefighting; self-contained breathing apparatus, full 

protective clothing 

 

6. Accidental Release Measures.  These are the safety measures that you’ll need in case of an accidental spill or leak. 

They include: 

 Safety precautions like Wear Appropriate PPE 

 Environmental precautions like Avoid Entry Into Sewers or Waterways 

 Clean-up procedures will include things like Absorb or Bond Spillage 
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7. Handling and storage.  This will list how a chemical should be safely stored and handled at your jobsite.  Some 

examples: 

 Store in a well-ventilated place 

 Store away from other materials 

 Use only outdoors or in well-ventilated area 

 

8. Exposure Controls/ Personal Protection 

 Exposure limits like PEL, TWA and STEL 

 Engineering controls like Ensure Adequate Ventilation 

 Appropriate PPE; protective gloves, safety glasses with side-shields 

Our next talk will contain the last eight sections of the HazCom 2012 SDS.  All sections are necessary to keep you and your 

coworkers safe while working with or around hazardous chemicals. 

 

 

 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
Why would you ever need the emergency phone number of a chemical’s supplier? 

Of the 8 sections of the SDS we’ve discussed, which gives you the information that will help keep you safest while 

working with a chemical? 
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