
 

 

SAFETY TALK  
SDS COMPONENTS II 

 The version of the SDS mandated by HazCom 2012 is made up of 16 sections that are in place to help increase your safety 

when working with and around hazardous chemicals.  Our previous training covered the first 8 standardized sections of 

the SDS; this training will complete our look at the SDS with the final 8. 

 

9. Physical and Chemical Properties.  This section includes some very basic properties of a chemical, like appearance 

(physical state and color) and odor.  This is also where you’ll find information about flammability, density (how heavy 

a chemical is when compared with air or water), flash point, melting and boiling points and exposure limits. 

 

10. Stability and Reactivity.  This will describe how stable a chemical is and under what conditions it may become 

unstable; avoid heat, sparks, and flames.  Also included in this section: 

 Possible Hazardous Reactions; Violent reactions with oxidizing agents 

 Incompatible Materials; Oxidizing agents, potassium sulfate 

 Conditions to Avoid; static discharge, shock and vibration 

 Hazardous Decomposition Products; carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide 

 

11. Toxicological Information will give a brief description of the various health effects and data used to identify these 

effects. 

 Routes of entry.  Will the chemicals be inhaled, eaten or does it pass across the skin. 

 Any medical symptoms that you may develop due to exposure 

 Delayed and immediate  effects, chronic effects from short- or long –term exposure 

 Numerical measures of toxicity; Toxic Dose (LD50) 

 

12. Ecological Information describes the impact of the chemical on plants and wildlife if it were released or to leak in the 

area. 

 

13. Disposal Considerations discusses how you are to safely handle and dispose of chemical residues as well as disposing 

of any contaminated packaging. 

 Containers must not be cut up or punctured until completely purge of product residue. 

 May absorb in vermiculite or dry sand, and then dispose in licensed special waste site. 

 

14. Transport Information includes information needed for the movement of chemicals.  You’ll find the UN Numbers 

which are used to identify hazardous substances internationally, NA numbers which have the same function in North 

America, the Hazard Transport Class that describes the type of risk a substance poses and any Special Precautions 

that need to be taken while transporting hazardous chemicals. 
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15. Regulatory Information will list any special safety, health and environmental regulations that apply to a chemical. 

 

16. Other Information.  This is information that didn’t apply to any of the other 15 sections.  In many instances, this is 

where the preparer of the SDS will list the resources of the information used to compile the SDS. 

 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
When would you need the Transport Information contained in section 14? 

How will knowing the routes of entry of a chemical help to keep you safe? 
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