
 

 

SAFETY TALK  
SDS QUESTION AND ANSWER 

  

1. What is an SDS?  SDS stands for Safety Data Sheet.  It is a document that contains information for anyone 

working with a particular chemical and any emergency personnel that may come in contact with it.  It gives 

details for the correct handling and use of the chemical.  This includes physical data like melting or boiling 

points, any health effects from the chemical, any first aid details and proper storage and disposal of the 

chemical. 

 

 

2. Who are SDSs for?  The fast answer is everyone EXCEPT consumers.  The SDS includes all hazards that 

a chemical presents when working with it in an occupational setting.  Let’s use paint as an example.  If 

you’re painting a few rooms in your home, an SDS would not be needed.  On the other hand, an SDS is 

extremely important to you if you’re painting in a confined space for 40 hours a week. 

 

 

3. How do you know what an SDS looks like?  One of the major changes in the Hazard Communication 

Standard or HazCom 2012 is that SDSs will be standardized.  They will all have the same 16 sections in the 

same order regardless of where or by whom they were written. 

 

 

4. Why do you need an SDS?  Some of the information included in an SDS deals with the possible health 

hazards that may be caused by the chemicals you work with as well as first aid for these hazards.  The SDS 

also provides you with any necessary clean-up information in the case of an emergency spoll or leak.  Any 

chemical that is used at the jobsite must have an SDS; something as dangerous as asbestos or as harmless 

and commonplace as simple saline solution and everything in between.  They are a necessity because they 

contain the information needed to keep you safe on the job. 

 

 

5. Where can you find SDSs?  Many places.  Any hazardous chemical that has been ordered will come with 

an SDS that is kept on file at the jobsite.  If the SDS was not sent with the substance, the distributor is to be 

contacted for a copy.  Once the SDSs are compiled and organized, they are to be kept on the jobsite so 

they can be provided to first responders in the case of an emergency.  Check with your supervisor for the 

location on your jobsite. 

 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
Who should NOT use an SDS? 

What information is found in an SDS? 
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