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In March of 2004, a fire occurred at a three month old construction site of a 5 story building combing dorm and retail space.  The building was quickly engulfed in flames mainly due to its wood-framed interior.  The fire spread quickly and jumped across a major street helped by 15 mph winds.  At the end of the day, 200 firefighters responded, 30 separate buildings were damaged at a total of $20 million and amazingly, only one death, a woman whose oxygen was cut when the power went out.  The number of fatalities would have been higher if it hadn’t been lunch time for the construction site.  

Although this may be an extreme case, it’s important to realize that smoking carries with it an enormous risk of fire.  In 2010, fire departments in the US responded to about 90,800 fires started by smoking materials like cigarettes and cigars.  If you smoke, you must abide by the local laws limiting where you are allowed to smoke.  Many municipalities have prohibited smoking in public buildings and public areas.  Violating these laws may result in your being ticketed.  Some things to think about when smoking on the jobsite:
· Smoke only in authorized areas.
· Outside smoking areas must be kept away from fuel tanks, building air intakes, landscaping that has wood chips or mulch and dumpsters.  All of these can be fire hazards around a lit cigarette.
· Smoking while working in a remote area can put you at further risk.  There may not be any fire department nearby to help put out a fire that starts from a lit butt and depending on the conditions outside the fire could spread quickly out of control.
· There should be several non-combustible containers for cigarette or cigar ends.
· The butt containers must be separate from containers for garbage and other wastes.
· The butt containers should be self-extinguishing in case a lit end gets put into the container.

Most of us that smoke at work also smoke at home.  FEMA states that smoking is the leading cause of home fire deaths in the US.  The smoker isn’t the only one that suffers from smoking home fires; your spouse, children and your neighbors are also at risk.  Here are some things you can do to reduce the risk of fire:
· Smoke outside.  Most deaths result from fires that start in the living room, family room, den and bedrooms.  Smoking outside will also reduce the dangers of second-hand smoke.
· Use ashtrays with a wide, stable base that are hard to tip over.
· Make sure that cigarettes and ashes are completely out and dousing in water or sand is the best way to do that.
· Smoke fire-safe cigarettes; they have banded paper that slows a cigarette’s burn that isn’t being used.
· Be alert!  Never smoke in bed or if you’re sleepy, have taken medicine or drugs that make you drowsy or have consumed alcohol

Being aware that smoking cause fires can help to keep you safe as well as those you work around you’re your family and neighbors. 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Why shouldn’t you smoke around dumpsters?
How will fire-safe cigarettes help to keep you safe?
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COMPANY:   _______________________________________			_____ 	SAFETY MEETING
JOB/DEPT:  ________________________________________			_____	SAFETY TRAINING 
DATE: 	   ____/____/_______		TIME:  _________					  	

TOPICS ADDRESSED:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

EMPLOYEE'S SIGNATURES:

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

EMPLOYEE SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ACTION TAKEN:     __________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________					    _____/_____/_____
Supervisor's Signature  			   						Date
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Safety Coordinator's Signature			   					Date
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