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Whenever materials need to be lifted or hoisted, there is the potential for line of fire accidents.  When using a crane or other type of lift to move materials or working around this kind of work there is the possibility of falling objects.  Anything lifted into the air has the possibility of falling out of the air.  Falling objects pose a real hazard to those working below.  Materials can fall out of the load or there can be a rigging cable failure.  

One of the more important safety points to remember is that you should never walk under a suspended load.  No matter how well balanced a load is, cable failures occur which would drop the load on you if you found yourself under it.  You should never load the rigging equipment over its maximum loading limit; this will increase the possibility of it failing.  It’s important to always remember to communicate to other workers when you enter a lifting/hoisting zone; knowing where your coworkers are can prevent a load from accidentally being dropped on them.  

Wearing the proper gloves when working with lifting equipment can prevent hand and finger injuries.  The skin on your hand is at great risk for getting torn if your hand were to get caught in a sling.  When moving materials with a crane and rigging slings, it’s important to always use a tag line that is used to control the path of the load being moved.  You also never want to place your hand between two moving objects; you run the risk of getting your hand pinched between two surfaces.  It’s best to always place your hand on a surface that is free from contact with anything else to minimize the pinching hazard to your hand and fingers..

When working aloft, some safety measure for you to keep in mind include:

· Establish a well defined drop zone.  This is the area below any work being done above ground level.  The size of the drop zone depends on the scope of the work being done and the potential for falling tools and equipment.  The drop zone must be kept clear of people.

· Barricade the drop zone to prevent workers and vehicles from entering it unexpectedly.

· If there is work that must be done at the base of the structure, be certain to let the workers above know what will be happening.  Work above must stop; tools and equipment being used must be secured before work below can begin.

· Never drop any material from a pole.  Instead, use tool bags and hand lines when getting tools and equipment to those working aloft.

· Stay clear of any electrical conductors and equipment that is being actively worked.  Be sure to never position yourself or any vehicle under this kind of work.


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What are the main line of fire hazards involved with lifting and hoisting?

What will determine the size of a drop zone?
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COMPANY:   _______________________________________			_____ 	SAFETY MEETING
JOB/DEPT:  ________________________________________			_____	SAFETY TRAINING 
DATE: 	   ____/____/_______		TIME:  _________					  	

TOPICS ADDRESSED:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

EMPLOYEE'S SIGNATURES:

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

EMPLOYEE SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ACTION TAKEN:     __________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________					    _____/_____/_____
Supervisor's Signature  			   						Date
[bookmark: _GoBack]_______________________________________________        				     _____/_____/_____
Safety Coordinator's Signature			   					Date
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