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One of your main responsibilities regarding your PPE is its correct maintenance and storage.  Obviously the type of PPE will dictate how it is stored and maintained.
Effective maintenance of any type of PPE is critical to ensuring that the equipment continues to provide you with the fullest amount of protection for which it has been designed.  Maintenance should include cleaning, inspecting, replacement, repair and testing.  Follow the manufacturer’s schedule for all maintenance requirements.  
An inspection of your PPE must be performed before each use.  With most PPE, this inspection will only take a few minutes. Check for any breaks, leaks, tears and visible signs of stress or damage.  You’ll typically be able to carry out basic maintenance, like cleaning and inspecting, but repairs and replacements may need to be done by competent professionals.  If, during your routine inspection, you discover damaged equipment, it must be removed immediately from service until a competent person or a manufacturer’s representative can certify that the equipment is safe to use.  The costs associated with this maintenance are the responsibility of your employer.  
When your PPE is not in use, it must be properly stored.  Your employer is to provide these facilities unless you take the PPE away from the workplace with you.  For equipment taken home, like footwear or clothing, find a safe storage in your home that meets the manufacturer’s specifications.  Boots worn at work could be carrying contaminants from the workplace. Safe storage will protect you and your family. Storage can be simple, hanging waterproof clothes or safety helmets on hooks in closets away from environmental extremes and others may be all that is needed.  For safety goggles placing them in a plastic zip-lock bag and keeping them on a special shelf will work.  The important thing is that the PPE is stored in a clean condition and is ready for use.  The storage needs to protect the PPE from contamination, loss, damage, water or sunlight and temperature extremes.  
A poor example of storage is a hard hat hanging in the back of your truck.  While it may be clean and dry, the shell could be prematurely aged by the damage from the sun and heat.  Any PPE that has been somehow contaminated through use should be stored separately away from everyday clothing.

Your safety is directly linked to the proper maintenance and storage of your PPE.  Properly cared for PPE will function the way it was designed to and someday save your life.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

When inspecting your PPE, what are you looking for?

During an inspection, you notice that your hardhat’s shell is cracked, what do you do?
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