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As soon as spring sets in the amount of driving we do increases for both work and our off-hours.  With warmer weather comes a different set of driving concerns.  These concerns can be divided into two categories:
· Weather-related issues

· Road conditions

Weather-related Concerns: As the saying goes; April showers bring May flowers and with this rain come driving hazards.  A spring or summer storm can pop up quickly and presents you with heavy rain, high winds, flooded roadways and limited visibility.  To help increase your safety while driving in these conditions you should:

· Reduce your speed.  Heavy rains cause limited visibility as well as slippery road conditions.  The amount of time and the distance it takes to stop your vehicle will be much longer than on dry pavement.  Slowing down will help to negate these increases.

· Increase you following distance.  On wet pavement, a vehicle’s stopping distance can be 3 or 4 times longer.  Leaving extra space between you and the vehicle in front gives you more time to stop and avoid a rear end collision.  Also remember the larger and heavier your vehicle is the longer the distance it will need to stop.  

· Be sure you have fresh wiper blades.  The average wiper blade begins to dry out and crack in about 6 months.  This causes the streaks and lines on your windshield that we all know decreases our visibility.  This will further affect your visibility that is already decreased by the rain.

· Use your headlights.  This makes your vehicle easier to be seen by other drivers.

· Don’t slam on your brakes.  When put in a hazardous situation, our first instinct is to slam on the brake, which many times, is a dangerous decision.  Reducing your speed and using short, light braking you can get the desired effect without putting your vehicle in to a spin.

· Don’t drive through standing water, unless you are sure how deep it is.  Driving through water that is deeper than the bottom of your vehicle’s door can cause the engine to stall, getting the vehicle stuck and possibly damaging the engine.

· Should you find yourself in the path of a tornado, leave your vehicle and seek shelter in a building or lie flat in the nearest ditch, ravine or culvert.


In some areas, dust storms are also a concern.  They usually arrive suddenly and can be miles long and several thousand feet high.  Safety tips include:

· If you see a dust cloud approaching, pull your vehicle off the road, stop the vehicle, turn off headlights, set the emergency brake and take your foot off the brakes.  Having vehicle lights on can cause other drivers to “follow” you because they’re using your lights as a guide.

· Never stop your vehicle in a driving lane.  If you can’t find a safe spot to pull off to stop, drive slowly, turn on the vehicle’s lights and sound the horn occasionally until you find a safe place.

Road Conditions:  The spring thaw also brings out various hazards in the road surface itself.  Pot holes show themselves on roadways in areas that get even the slightest freezes and thaws resulting in rough and uneven driving surfaces.  Other common types of rough roads are those that are under construction that have uneven pavement, off-road or a public road with debris.  The most important safety tip to remember is to drive slowly in these types of conditions.  Slowing down will give you more time to react to an object on the road, a pot hole or ditch.  
Although driving slowly over these roads the ride may be uncomfortable, it helps you keep better control of your vehicle.  If driving quickly on a bumpy road you will have less time to react to hazards ahead.  Contact with rough roads can damage cause tire, wheel and rim damage, damage to your vehicle’s suspension as well as misalignment of the wheels and ripping of the boots in front-wheel drive vehicles.  


Whenever it is possible you want to avoid driving directly through a pot hole or ditch in a road.  When you are forced to drive into a pot hole, remember these tips:

· Slow down!  By driving slowly, you can help to avoid bottoming your vehicle out or simply losing control of the vehicle.

· As you drive into the pot hole keep you wheels straight.

· Drive into and straight out of the pot hole.

· Be aware of road debris, like chunks of asphalt that can cause serious damage to the vehicle’s under-carriage.

There is often times no way of avoiding these warmer weather road issues.  The best you can do is to drive as safely as possible or pull over until the hazard has passed you by.  
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Why is it that slowing down is a common safety theme for these road hazards?
Why is it dangerous to slam on your brakes in a rain storm?

COMPANY:   _______________________________________


_____ 
SAFETY MEETING
JOB/DEPT:  ________________________________________


_____
SAFETY TRAINING 

DATE: 
   ____/____/_______

TIME:  _________




  



TOPICS ADDRESSED:  ______________________________________________________________________________________


EMPLOYEE'S SIGNATURES:

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________

______________________________       ______________________________       ______________________________


EMPLOYEE SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  ______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ACTION TAKEN:     __________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________




    _____/_____/_____
Supervisor's Signature  


   





Date
_______________________________________________        



     _____/_____/_____
Safety Coordinator's Signature


   




Date


