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No matter what type of work you do, once spring and summer hit all of us will be driving through roadway work zones at some point.  Although a roadway work zone is designed and set up with safety in mind, for both workers and drivers, the United States Department of Transportation reports there were still 576 fatalities and almost 38,000 injuries in work zone crashes in 2010 alone.  These fatalities and injuries occurred even with reduced speed limits in work zones and special traffic violations in work zones like doubled fines.  As drivers and pedestrians, we must realize our responsibility in work zones is to always be alert and obey any and all traffic laws.
The NSC has provided ten common sense driving tips to safely make our way through roadway work zones:

· Expect the unexpected!  While driving through a work zone, plan on changing road conditions.  You may experience reduced speed limits, shifting or ending traffic lanes and workers walking or working on or near the road surface.
· Obey work zone speed limits.  Speeding is consistently one of the major causes of work zone crashes, this is often why fines are doubles for speeding in work zones.  

· Don’t tailgate.  By keeping a safe distance between your vehicle and the vehicle in front of you, you can help to prevent rear end collisions (the most common crash in work zones).  You may need to stop unexpectedly, by having a buffer between vehicles; you will be more likely to stop safely.

· Maintain a safe distance between your vehicle and those working in the work zone and their equipment.  There may be times that workers and their equipment will need to share the roadway with you, give them as much space as possible for everyone’s safety.

· Read the signs.  There are many different types of warning signs to help drivers move safely through a work zone.  Comply with all of these warnings until you have seen one that states you’ve left the work zone.

· Obey road crew flaggers since they will know best how to move traffic safely through the work zone.  They are, many times, in communication with others in the zone so they will know of changes before they are obvious to those driving through the zone.  Remember that a flagger has the same authority as a regulatory sign, so you can be ticketed for disobeying a flagger’s directions.

· Dedicate your full attention to the roadway and minimize any unnecessary distractions.  This includes adjusting the vehicle’s stereo or GPS and NOT using your cell phone (even hands-free) in the work zone.

· Build work zones into your schedule.  Delays in work zones are unavoidable in spring and summer, expect them.  Leave enough driving time to allow for slower moving traffic so that you won’t be tempted to speed or drive dangerously through work zones.

· Do your part.  You can help maintain traffic flow by merging as soon as it is safe to move over.  Driving right up to a lave closure and trying to push your way in slows down the flow of traffic for everyone.

· Work zone crew members are not on the road to ruin your day or to make you late.  They are doing their job and working to improve roadway conditions; be patient and stay calm.

The bottom line is that we all want to finish our workday safely, in one piece and to return home to our family.  By using these tips, it can make it possible for this to happen for all of us.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What could happen is you disobey or ignore a work zone flagger’s directions?
Why is it a good safety practice to expect the unexpected in work zones?
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